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The ecosystem 
of evidence

Connecting generation, synthesis and translation

W elcome to the 8th International Conference of EBHC Teachers & Developers, a unique opportunity to network 
with worldwide EBHC leaders in the wonderful frame of Taormina, the pearl of the Mediterranean Sea. 

25 years after the birth of Evidence-based Medicine, EBHC worldwide community is questioning about limits and 
criticisms related to the generation and synthesis of evidence and its translation to individual and population, more 
than to EBM movement itself. To address this challenge, the Conference will focus on the ecosystem of evidence to 
connect generation, synthesis and translation of evidence.

Amazing EBHC champions will trace the way forward through the ecosystem of evidence while dozens of researchers 
will present their experiences. You will live an exciting journey from REWARD recommendations for increasing value 
and reducing waste of research to promises and results of reporting guidelines collected by EQUATOR Network; from the 
role and responsibilities of biomedical journals for improving the trustworthiness of evidence to the evolving science of 
evidence synthesis; from recent innovations in the GRADE approach to international standards and current challenges 
for developing trustworthy clinical practice guidelines; from shared decision making as the best way to apply evidence 
to individual patient, to the failure of knowledge translation and to the use of evidence in health policy making.

Meet EBHC colleagues and friends from around the world in a 3-day program that will include an unique panel of 
speakers, oral presentations, poster sessions, and productive small group sessions to encourage discussion and the 
development of new ideas. Feel the intense intellectual exchange in a relaxed and informal atmosphere on the beautiful 
island of Sicily, renowned for its never-ending sun, friendly people, rich history, colourful culture and tasty food.

Welcome in Taormina and enjoy your stay!

President GIMBE Foundation 

Conference Chair
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Speakers01

John Ioannidis
Stanford University, USA

John Ioannidis holds the C.F. 
Rehnborg Chair in Disease 
Prevention at Stanford 
University and is professor 
of Medicine, professor of 
Health Research and Policy, 
and director of the Stanford 
Prevention Research Center 
at Stanford University 
School of Medicine, one 
of the two Directors of the 
Meta-Research Innovation 
Center at Stanford. He is one 
of the most-cited scientists 
worldwide.

Doug Altman
University of Oxford, UK

Doug Altman created 
the Centre for Statistics 
in Medicine in Oxford in 
1995. He has jointly led 
the development of many 
guidelines for reporting 
research, including 
CONSORT, STROBE, and 
PRISMA. In 2006 he founded 
the EQUATOR Network to 
promote transparent and 
accurate reporting of health 
research.

Gordon Guyatt
McMaster University, Canada

Gordon Guyatt is a 
distinguished professor at 
McMaster University.  He 
coined the term evidence-
based medicine in 1990 and 
since then has advocated 
for evidence-based 
approaches to medical 
decision-making.  He has 
published over 1,000 papers 
cited over 100,000 times.

Paul Glasziou
Bond University, Australia

 @PaulGlasziou

Paul Glasziou is professor of 
Evidence-Based Medicine at 
Bond University and a part-
time General Practitioner. 
He is currently the Director 
of the Centre for Research 
in Evidence-Based Practice 
at Bond University and 
previously the Director of 
the Centre for Evidence-
Based Medicine in Oxford 
from 2003-2010. 
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Howard Bauchner
JAMA, USA

Howard Bauchner was 
appointed the 16th Editor 
in Chief of JAMA and The 
JAMA Network in 2011.  
Prior to coming to JAMA, 
Howard was a Professor of 
Pediatrics and Public Health 
at Boston University School 
of Medicine and Editor in 
Chief of Archives of Disease 
in Childhood (2003-2011).  

David Tovey
Cochrane Collaboration, UK

 @DavidTovey

David Tovey has been the 
Editor in Chief at Cochrane 
since 2009. He was a 
General Practitioner in 
the UK until 2003, when 
he moved to the BMJ 
‘Knowledge’ department – 
initially as Deputy Editor of 
Clinical Evidence, moving 
on to become Editorial 
Director. He oversees the 
work of the Cochrane 
Review Groups and Methods 
Groups.

Trisha Greenhalgh
University of Oxford, UK 

 @trishgreenhalgh

Trisha Greenhalgh leads a 
programme of research at 
the interface between social 
sciences and medicine at 
the University of Oxford, 
with particular focus on 
improving outcomes for 
disadvantaged groups, 
healthcare organisation and 
health policy.

Amir Qaseem
ACP, USA

 @pennstate2003

Amir Qaseem is the Vice 
President of the American 
College of Physicians 
(Clinical Policy, Center 
for Evidence Reviews, 
Performance Measurement, 
High Value Care) in United 
States and the President 
Emeritus of GIN (Guidelines 
International Network) 
in Scotland. He is also an 
Adjunct Faculty at Thomas 
Jefferson University, USA.
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Sharon Straus
University of Toronto, Canada

Sharon Straus is the 
Director of the Knowledge 
Translation Program and 
Deputy Physician-in-Chief 
at St. Michael’s Hospital. At 
the University of Toronto 
she is director of Division of 
Geriatric Medicine and vice 
chair and professor at the 
Department of Medicine.
She has authored more 
than 400 publications and 
3 textbooks in evidence-
based medicine, knowledge 
translation and mentorship.

Trish Groves
The BMJ, UK

 @trished

Trish Groves joined BMJ in 
1989 and is now director 
of academic outreach; hon. 
deputy editor, The BMJ; 
editor-in-chief of BMJ Open; 
and editorial lead for BMJ 
Research to Publication 
elearning. She champions 
Open Science and research 
transparency.

Angela Coulter
University of Oxford, UK

 @acpatient

Angela Coulter is a UK-
based health policy analyst 
and researcher, with special 
interests in patient and 
public involvement. She is 
a non-executive director 
of NICE and honorary 
professor at the University 
of Southern Denmark.

Nancy Santesso
McMaster University, Canada

Nancy Santesso is assistant 
professor in the Department 
of Health Research 
Methods, Evidence and 
Impact at McMaster 
University. She works 
with guideline panels of 
professional organisations 
and WHO to use the GRADE 
approach to guideline 
development and provides 
training nationally and 
internationally about 
GRADE. 
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Amanda Burls
City University London, UK

 @ajburls

Amanda Burls is professor 
of Public Health at 
the School of Health 
Sciences, City University 
London. She directs a 
research programme 
called ThinkWell (The 
International Network 
for Knowledge about 
Wellbeing). She has worked 
with the Critical Appraisal 
Skills Programme (CASP) 
since its establishment in 
1993.

Nino Cartabellotta
GIMBE Foundation, Italy

 @Cartabellotta

Nino Cartabellotta is 
founder and president 
of GIMBE Foundation. 
He is one of the most 
influent Italian expert in 
research methodology 
and EBHC. He is editor in 
chief of Evidence, the only 
methodological open
access Italian journal. Head 
of the campaign “Let’s Save 
our NHS”, aimed to inform 
all healthcare decisions 
with the best evidence.

Per Vandvik
University of Oslo, Norway

 @PerVandvik

Per Vandvik heads 
MAGIC aiming to provide 
clinicians and patients 
with trustworthy evidence 
summaries, guidelines and 
decision aids at the point 
of care. More recently 
he has spearheaded  the 
Trustworthy and Digital 
Evidence Ecosystem 
and the BMJ Rapid 
Recommendations projects.

Walter Ricciardi
National Institute of Health, Italy

 @Wricciardi

Walter Ricciardi is professor 
of Hygiene and Public 
Health at the Catholic 
University of the Sacred 
Heart in Rome. In August 
2015 he was appointed 
President of the Italian 
National Institute of Health 
(Istituto Superiore di Sanità) 
where he was Commissioner 
from July 2014 to July 2015.
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Program02

08.30 – 18.00
14.30 – 16.30 
18.30 – 19.30

20.00 – 21.30 

08.30 – 09.00
09.00 – 10.45 
10.45 – 11.30
11.30 – 13.15

13.15 – 14.30

14.30 – 16.15 
16.15 – 16.30
16.30 – 18.00

20.00 – 23.00

Welcome coffee and registration
Pre-conference workshops
Conference inauguration

Welcome buffet

Breakfast session 2
Plenary session E
Break, poster session
Plenary session F

Lunch

Parallel session G  / Parallel session H
Break
Workshops / Theme group

Gala dinner

Breakfast session 1
Plenary session A
Break, poster session
Plenary session B

Lunch

Parallel session C  / Parallel session D
Break
Workshops / Theme group

Plenary session I
Break
Plenary session J

Lunch

08.30 – 09.00
09.00 – 10.45 
10.45 – 11.30
11.30 – 13.15

13.15 – 14.30

14.30 – 16.15 
16.15 – 16.30
16.30 – 18.00

09.00 – 10.45 
10.45 – 11.30
11.30 – 13.15

13.15 – 14.30

27th     October

26th     October

28th     October

25th     October
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14.30 – 16.30 Pre-conference workshops 

  GRADE: how to go from evidence to decisions
Nancy Santesso, McMaster University (Canada)

  Ethical and scientific integrity of health research: how can educators support this 
and reduce research waste?
Trish Groves, The BMJ (United Kingdom)

Conference inauguration 18.30 – 19.30

  Welcome
Nino Cartabellotta, GIMBE Foundation (Italy)

  “False” and “not useful” clinical research: how can we increase its value?
John Ioannidis, Stanford University (USA)

25th      
 October
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Program02

08.30 – 9.00 Breakfast Session 1

Chairs: Amanda Burls, Per Olav Vandvik

  5 minutes for 1 idea

  Innovation for clinical rehabilitation research
Naomi Lynn Gerber, Inova Health System (USA)

  Patients’ web self-diagnosis and treatment: from don’ts to dos
Claudio Beltramello, GIMBE Foundation (Italy)

  Automated, continuously updated, crowd-sourced evidence syntheses
Janet Martin, Western University (Canada)

  Clinician dashboards: the time is now!
Julie Tilson, University of Southern California (USA)

26th      
 October
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26th      
 October

9.00 – 10.45 Plenary Session A

Chair: Howard Bauchner

  Keynote lectures

  Increasing value and reducing waste of research: the REWARD recommendations
Paul Glasziou, Bond University (Australia)

  EQUATOR Network: promises and results of reporting guidelines
Douglas Altman, University of Oxford (United Kingdom)

  Selected presentations

  Why do authors derive new cardiovascular clinical prediction rules if they 
already exist? A mixed methods study
Jong-wook Ban, University of Oxford (United Kingdom)

  Evidence-Based Research to put research in the context of existing knowledge: a 
systematic review
Hans Lund, Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (Norway)

  A new instrument to assess the trustworthiness of effect modifiers
Stefan Schandelmaier, McMaster University (Canada)
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Program02

26th      
 October

11.30 – 13.15 Plenary Session B

Chair: Amir Qaseem

  Keynote lectures

  Trustworthiness of evidence: role and responsibilities of biomedical journals
Howard Bauchner, JAMA (USA)

  From evidence to action in health policy making: a mission impossible?
Walter Ricciardi, National Institute of Health (Italy)

  Selected presentations

  Forecasting science: a strategy for planning research resources
Kathleen Oliver, Consultant at National Institute of Health (USA)

  Adding value and reducing research waste: the role of the research management 
community
Virginia Minogue, National Health Service (United Kingdom)

  Reducing research waste: the PenCLAHRC way         
Rebecca Abbott, PenCLAHRC (United Kingdom)
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14.30 – 16.15 Parallel Session C

Chair: Peter Tugwell

  Selected presentations

  Core concepts required for an educational training in EBP: a Delphi survey  
Paul Glasziou, Bond University (Australia)

  Teaching EBP: reflections from a transformative learning perspective            
Amanda Burls, City University of London (United Kingdom)

  Assessment of reporting EBHC e-learning interventions in a Campbell systematic 
review
Nkengafac Villyen Motaze, Stellenbosch University (South Africa)

  Use of digital storytelling to teach evidence-based breast imaging to radiography 
students: a case study
Cynthia Cowling, Monash University (Australia)

  EBP profiles among bachelor students in health care: is there a difference 
between health disciplines?
Anne Kristine Snibsøer, Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (Norway)

  Developing EBP competencies in nursing education 
Hajar Senhaji, Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences (Netherlands)

  Do curriculum changes affect EBP competencies of speech-language therapy 
students?
Karin Neijenhuis, Rotterdam University of Applied Science (Netherlands)

26th      
 October
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 14.30 – 16.00 Parallel Session D

Chair: Julie Tilson

  Selected presentations

  From evidence to practice: reflections on collaborating and co-producing with 
the Sensory Trust
Noreen Orr and Rebecca Abbott, University of Exeter (United Kingdom)

  The co-creation of knowledge for a patient-centered integrated healthcare 
system
Peter Tsasis, York University (Canada)

  Training the current and future media professionals in Croatia on identifying, 
appraising and using reliable health-related information 
Dario Sambunjak, Catholic University of Croatia (Croatia)

  Implementing GRADE in a Canadian Health Authority            
Susan Chunick, Fraser Health Authority (Canada)

  Developing clinical practice guidelines in Uzbekistan: collaborative efforts 
between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Ministry of Health 
Makhmudkhan Sharapov, Centers for Desease Control and Prevention (Uzbekistan)

  Completeness of reporting in observational studies: effects of prior formal 
training in research methodology
José Andrés Calvache, Universidad del Cauca (Colombia)
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16.30 – 18.00 Workshops

  Making results of patient-important outcomes interpretable: options for 
systematic reviewers
Gordon Guyatt, McMaster University (Canada)

  Making sense of results: statistics for the terrified
Amanda Burls, City University of London (United Kingdom)

16.30 – 18.00 Working group

  Resources for teaching EBM, shared decision-making and overdiagnosis
Paul Glasziou, Bond University (Australia) and Douglas Badenoch, Minervation Ltd 
(United Kingdom)
 

26th      
 October
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 08.30 – 9.00 Breakfast Session 2
 

Chairs: Amanda Burls, Per Olav Vandvik

  5 minutes for 1 idea

  A bayesian model for evidence-based shared decision-making
Haris Achilleos, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust (United Kingdom)

  The most important and effective means of disruption: changing organizations’ 
culture
George Schmid, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (USA)

  Evidence reversibility index & evidence sufficiency index             
Janet Martin, Western University (Canada)

27th      
 October
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9.00 – 10.45 Plenary Session E
 

Chair: Douglas Altman

  Keynote lectures

  The evolving science of evidence synthesis: lesson learnt from Cochrane reviews     
David Tovey, Cochrane (United Kingdom)

  Recent innovations in the GRADE approach: from evidence to recommendations     
Gordon Guyatt, McMaster University (Canada)

  Selected presentations

  American College of Emergency Physicians clinical policies: the inter-rater 
reliability of quality of evidence assessment
Michael Brown, Michigan State University (USA)

  The development of “Evidence into Practice – Rapid Reviews”          
Eve O’Toole, National Cancer Control Programme (Ireland)

  Comparison of imprecision assessed by GRADE and trial sequential analysis in 
systematic reviews
Greta Castellini, University of Milan (Italy)

27th      
 October
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11.30 – 13.30 Plenary Session F

Chair: Gordon Guyatt

  Keynote lectures

  Developing trustworthy clinical practice guidelines: international standards and 
current challenges
Amir Qaseem, American College of Physicians (USA)

  The ecosystem of evidence: the way forward
Nino Cartabellotta, GIMBE Foundation (Italy)

  Selected presentations

  The Cochrane knowledge translation strategy           
Rachell Churchill*, David Tovey§ 
*University of York, §Cochrane (United Kingdom)

  Checking the checkboxes: a critical appraisal of clinical quality measures      
Alan Drabkin*, Brian Alper*, Amir Qaseem§

*EBSCO, §American College of Physicians (USA)

  Economic evaluations of social care interventions: are we all on the same page?      
Helen Weatherly, University of York (United Kingdom)

  Best practice statements in public health guidelines at WHO       
Susan Norris, World Health Organization (Switzerland)

27th      
 October
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 14.30 – 16.15 Parallel Session G
 

Chair: Janet Martin

  Selected presentations

  Are we doing enough to disseminate if we don’t engage in the hard questions?        
Mary Butler, University of Minnesota (USA)

  Evaluating the impact of systematic reviews in disability and rehabilitation 
research using bibliometric mesures 
Cindy Cai, Rikki Mangrum, Steven Garfinkel, American Institutes for Research (USA)

  The challenges of evidencing education and support interventions 
Alison Steven*, Jane Stewart§, Val Larkin*

*Northumbria University, §Newcastle University (United Kingdom)

  Review strategies to inform research prioritization of biomarkers: AKI-Diagnostics 
case study            
Judy Wright, University of Leeds (United Kingdom)

  Evidence review for quality improvement innovations: a test of a responsive 
review method
Lisa Rubenstein, RAND Corporation (USA)

  Point of care tools in preventing overuse of care
Caroline Blaine, The BMJ (United Kingdom)

  Pragmatism in evidence synthesis and translation: a perspective on the 
evaluation of systems transformation           
Sally Fowler Davis, Sheffield Hallam University (United Kingdom)

27th      
 October
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14.30 – 16.15 Parallel Session H

Chair: Trish Groves

  Selected presentations

  Teaching the EBP “patient preferences and values” component: which methods 
and tools are validate?
Milena Guarinoni, University of Brescia (Italy)

  Technology workarounds and patient safety              
Kathleen Mastrian, Penn State University (USA)

  Appropriateness of eye care: can we use practice records, practitioners’ and 
patients’ perspective to design, target and measure, intervention strategies?
Isabelle Jalbert, University of New South Wales (Australia)

  What factors influence general practitioners’ competencies and application of EBM?
Dragan Ilic, Monash University (Australia)

  Applicability of research to rehabilitation clinicians: a qualitative study
Ali Weinstein, George Mason University (USA)

  Adherence to medicines in patients suffering from chronic conditions: beliefs 
about medicines and locus of control         
Lorna Marie West, University of Malta (Malta) 

  What kinds of knowledge types are constitutive for knowledge translation? Some 
epistemological remarks on EBHC
Anders Reiersgaard, Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (Norway)

Program02

27th      
 October



25 

16.30 – 18.00 Workshops

  How to develop and publish a trustworthy evidence summary and 
recommendation through the MAGIC platform
Per Vandvik, University of Oslo (Norway)

  Solving the lack of knowledge translation
Sharon Straus, University of Toronto (Canada)

16.30 – 18.00 Working group 

  Resources for teaching EBM, shared decision-making and overdiagnosis
Paul Glasziou, Bond University (Australia) and Douglas Badenoch, Minervation Ltd 
(United Kingdom)

27th      
 October
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9.00 – 10.30 Plenary Session I

Chair: Paul Glasziou

  Keynote lectures

  Applying evidence to individual patient: is shared decision making the real 
answer?               
Trish Greenhalgh, University of Oxford (United Kingdom) 

  Lack of knowledge translation: the missing link to improve patient outcomes            
Sharon Straus, University of Toronto (Canada)

  Selected presentations

  User experience and performance of a mobile application for translating EBP to 
clinical education: the EBPsteps
Nina Rydland Olsen, Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (Norway)

28th      
 October
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11.15 – 12.45 Plenary Session J 
 

Chair: David Tovey

  Keynote lectures

  Engaging patients in generation and use of evidence            
Angela Coulter, University of Oxford (United Kingdom)

  Digital and trustworthy evidence ecosystem: fact or fiction?              
Per Olav Vandvik, University of Oslo (Norway)

  Selected presentations

  Building capacity for dissemination and implementation of clinical practice 
guidelines published by USA non-governative organizations 
Julie Tilson, University of Southern California (USA)

  Rapid reviews of research: a tool for supporting evidence-informed health policy
Gabriel Moore, Sax Institute (Australia)

28th      
 October
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General information03

Hotel Caparena
Via Nazionale, 189
98039 Taormina, Messina, Italy 

By plane
Catania Fontanarossa International Airport is the 
nearest airport located approximately km 55 away from 
Taormina. 

Group transfer from and to Catania airport will be 
organised only for delegates in all-inclusive option. 

Delegates registered with only-conference fee can 
reach Taormina:

•	 By car: one hour drive by direct highway A18 
(direction Messina, exit Taormina)

•	 By bus: direct buses from to Taormina town centre 
are available every day. It takes about one hour and 
a half.

•	 By taxi: the fare is approximately € 100,00 one way 
and it takes about one hour.

By train
Taormina-Giardini railway station is located on the 
seafront, 2 km from the town. Regular trains run to 
and from Messina and Catania: for frequency and train 
schedules please visit www.trenitalia.com

VENUE TRAVEL

An emerald green paradise at 
Taormina Mare gazing over the 

enchanting Mediterranean 
sea is where you’ll find a 

resort so settled in its own 
natural habitat, that rest 
and perfect holidays 
are the only things that 
can be promised. 
 
The warm and inviting 
ambience of the 
Hotel Caparena, with 

its terracotta floors, 
the elegant fabrics, 

its pool and terraces, 
provide complete sensory 

experiences to be discovered 
and absorbed.
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NOTES FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE

Welcome buffet
When: 25th October 
Where: @Hotel Caparena 
Who: all registered delegates and their accompanying 
persons

Gala dinner
When: 27th October 
Where: @Hotel Caparena 
Who: all delegates in all inclusive option and their 
accompanying persons. Delegates in only conference 
option may purchase a place for the gala dinner directly 
at the conference desk.

Transfers
From and to Catania airport: only for delegates in all 
inclusive option and their accompanying persons.
From and to Hotel Villa Diodoro: only for delegates in all 
inclusive option lodged there (timetable available at the 
conference desk).

Conference desk
When: 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th October from 8 AM to 7 PM
Where: @Hotel Caparena
Who: GIMBE staff

Need help? 
Call the conference staff 
+39 392 8176339

twitter.com/ebhcconference

www.facebook.com/EBHCConference/

Download 
the official 
conference 
app
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About GIMBE  
Foundation04
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About GIMBE Foundation04

Vision

To improve people health and make 
better use of economic resources 
fostering an evidence-based, high-
value, cost-conscious health care.

Mission

Through education and research  
GIMBE Foundation aims to:

• improve methodological quality, 
ethics, integrity and social value of 
health research

• make continuing medical education a 
self-directed lifelong learning process 
integrated into clinical practice

• integrate the best evidence in 
all health care decision-making 
(professional, managerial, political)

• improve the quality of health 
care in terms of safety, efficacy, 
appropriateness, equity, consumer 
involvement, efficiency, value

Know how

GIMBE know-how matches all health 
care professions and all organizational 
levels of the healthcare system:

• Evidence-based Practice
• Research Methodology
• Continuing Medical Education and 

Continuing Professional Development
• Clinical Governance
• Evidence-based Management and 

Policy Making

Activities

Since 1996 GIMBE Foundation 
has spread its know-how through 
educational, editorial and research 
activities in order to meet needs and 
challenges of Italian healthcare system.
With hundreds of CME workshops and 
advanced courses GIMBE Foundation 
concurred to train thousands of health 
professionals, assigning more than 
150.000 CME credits. The annual 
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GIMBE National Conference offers to 
health professionals a unique showcase 
to share experiences and excellence 
projects realized by Italian healthcare 
organizations.

GIMBE Foundation offers the 
Italian National Health System its 
methodological competences to design 
and coordinate projects of research, 
health care quality improvement, 
continuing education and professional 
development.

GIMBE Foundation projects and 
publications make best evidence 
available for all stakeholders of the 
healthcare system: policy makers, 
managers, professionals, patients.

GIMBE Foundation cooperates with 
national and international research, 
training and health policy organizations, 
in order to improve CME efficacy, 
research integrity, healthcare quality.

GIMBE Foundation joint projects 
(EU-EBM) and realized international 
publications (Sicily Statement on 
Evidence-based Practice) aimed to 
standardize teaching Evidence-based 
Practice.

GIMBE Foundation is founding member 
of the Guidelines International Network 
and of the International Society for 
Evidence-based Health Care. 

More info: www.gimbe.org
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Since 1996 your 
Italian reference 
for evidence-based 
healthcare



Via Amendola, 2 | 40121 Bologna | Italy
Tel. +39 051 5883920 | Fax +39 051 3372195
info@gimbe.org | www.gimbe.org


